Greater Birmingham & Solihull LEP
Business Event – 21st April 2011 - Villa Park

I attended the above meeting which was intended to brief the business community on the progress with the new Local Enterprise Partnership.

The meeting was opened by Bridget Blow – Chair of the Development Board for the LEP and we were introduced to the new board. Bridget explained the bid that the Development Board had put together.

In summary :

Region covered 

The LEP covers the local authority areas of Birmingham and Solihull and extends to cover                    S. Staffordshire, including Tamworth and Cannock and North Worcestershire, including Bromsgrove. As a result the board comprises 9 local authority representatives who will be co-opted by the authorities together with 8 other board members from the business community including the Chair who is Andy Street, Chief Exec of the John Lewis Partnership. The 8 business representatives will serve for periods of 1, 2 and 3 years so that only a small number of representatives will be new to the Board each year.

Chairman’s Comments
Andy Street is a proud Midlander and hence his keenness to lead the Greater Birmingham & Solihull LEP. He sees the LEP’s core mission as being to create jobs in the long term and to act as the enabler and co-ordinator of job creation in the region.

He pointed out the poor performance of the region in creating jobs and its weak economic performance.
He demonstrated a good understanding of the issues facing the region and will be a powerful and persuasive advocate when he formally takes up the role next month.

Some of the key areas for attention are :

· The creation of a comprehensive Business Support Service

· Skills development

· Inward investment

· Transport and infrastructure

Communications
A website for the LEP will be launched in May where you will be able to find out more. 

The LEP are keen for engagement from the business community and the attached scanned document includes the opportunity to pledge your organisations support for the LEP in a practical way. If you wish to do so then complete the feedback form and return to Katie.Trout@birmingham.gov.uk or K.Teasdale@birminghamchamber.org.uk 

Enterprise Zone Bid

 An EZ bid is being finalised for submission to Government the zone will cover the central business district and adjoining areas of Birmingham, the rationale for selecting an already successful area is:

· It’s potential revenue contribution

· Level of opportunity

· Job creation capability.

The greater opportunity in this area to generate employment and stimulate economic growth which is expected to result in uplift in Business rate receipts over time. These receipts will then be utilised to fund growth in the wider LEP region. The bid is intended to include a proposal for an “Enterprise Belt” containing some of the areas circling around Birmingham, where various stimulus packages are proposed. Full details were not available at the meeting as the bid will not be submitted until the end of April 2011. It is expected the EZ will be in place by 31.3.2012.
EZ key points :

· Financial and planning incentives – 5 year Business Rate reductions

· Superfast Broadband

· Incentives for Local Authorities (e.g. the ability to raise debt against future Business rate receipts)

· Focus on opportunity rather than need – incentives will be aimed at the opportunities most likely to succeed rather than addressing deprivation issues

· Inward investment

· Lessons learnt from the 80’s (e.g. will look to avoid business relocations simply to benefit from rate reductions) 

· Clean land focus

  Regional Growth Fund
A summary of the results of the first round bidding was provided. Nationally there were 450 bids of which 50 were successful and £450M allocated. It was suggested that following due diligence the likely actual cost to government will be more of the order of £300M.
As a result of feedback and experience with the first round a number of changes have been made to the process for round two with the process documents being simplified and joint public/private/other agency bids encouraged.

 Keith Simpson  - Hon. Secretary www.pinwm.co.uk 
